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AGAIN AND AGAIN

Continued from page 8

‘Pyunik made me feel like a normal person. | under-
stood that even for a person like me the life is not over
yel," she said.

Armine entered the philology department of the
Gyumri State Pedagogical Universily and was involved
in the Pyunik's sports program. She became a slalom
racer. In 1998 she participated in the alternative
Olympic games in Nagano, Japan, and was fourth. She
also participated in altemative Olympic games in Salt
Lake City in 2002,

Today Armine is the leader of the 250 members of
Pyunik's Gyumri division. Only part of the members are
disabled. This is not accidental. "They live in one common

society which should not divide people into “normal” and
disabled,"” she said

Right from the beginning Pyunik organized 20 summer
and winter camps attended by 2,000 invalids. There are
now athletes in swimming, sailing, weight lifting, basketball,
tennis, slalom and other sports. Permanent training ses-
sions are being organized for athletes, participating in the
alternative Olympics

Pyunik has its own traditions Every September 21st
30-40 invalids climb mount Aragats (3,980m) and fix the
Armenian flag on top. Every May 28th a wheelchair race
is held on the Yerevan - Echmiadzin nighway. This is the
only day the disabled are not offended by the peaple star-
ing at them while they drive their wheelehairs,

“This year during the race | fell out of my wheelchair

| considered it normal.” says Arousyak. ‘It is normal
when the athletes fall down while running".

Like many other disabled, Arousyak also works for
Pyunik. She embroiders greeting postcards which are then
being sold. Men print images on T-shirs

"We are attempting to create jobs for them. They
have to feel useful to the society,” said Abrahamyan, the
leader of Pyunik

In the future the NGO is planning to enhance the range
of its activities. One of the plans is to support invalids who
have finished the schools to get further education Pyunik
has a computer lab and regular English language classes
It also trains the disabled to become specialists in prosthe-
sis making.

"We have members, disabled during the war in
Artsakh," said Abrahamyan. The rehabilitation program
also covers services to war veterans,

There are also social services rendered to poor
Invalids. They are supplied with clothes and food. From
1995 to present a similar program s working for disabled
children living in the disaster zone

The Pyunik Union is supported by the Presidents
office, the government, the diaspora and by various charn-
ty organizations.

At present Pyunik has 3,000 members. [t is proof to the
society that neither the word "disabled”. nor the notion,
need lo be feared

IU's not extraordinary that Vardenis Children

00 not have birth certificates

Continued from page 8

They have also found that of 10
marzes in the republic, this phenomenon
exists largely only in Gegharkunik marz.

The government studied the reason
why children were not registered and
sent a letter to the NGO that the reason
‘was not the large amount of money ille-
gally demanded from citizens,” as it was
mentioned in the appeal sent by the
NGO. But the reason was "the fact that
the births were not registered in Vardenis
region is connected mainly with the cir-
cumstance that a part of the population
has not changed their old passpors. This
has become the reason why the DRAC_E
refuses fo register the fact of their chil-
dren’s birth. Another reason for not regis-
tering the births is the circumstance that
often no certificate of birth and existence
5 issued for those children who were

born not in medical institutions and did
not receive medical assistance at birth "
the government said

The head of Gavar branch of the
Sakharov Center, Lusine Toplaghaltsyan,
told us that after appealing to the govern-
ment, an employee of the DRACE region-
al department visited houses and as a
result of it the report has been presented
to the government. According to that doc-
ument the main reason of not registering
the birth dates 1s the absence of relevant
documents. Among 339 submitted
names, there are children under age of 10
who still do not have a birth certificate. It
means that they have no right to attend a
school and they are deprived of benefits
and other advantages.

Of course, Nersisyan disagreed on
the explanation given by the government
and told us that the doclor, who works in
that area, said that without any obstacles,

they can register the children born at
home and provide parents with corre-
sponding documents.

The absence of birth cerificates is a
problem of the decade, which in remote
villages has not been solved. Since
Geghakar, like many villages of
Gegharkunik marz, have neither a doctor
nor an aid post, women mainly deliver
their children at home. Children's birth is
registered only in community government
and based on a document from the com-
munity leader, after which parents appeal
to the DRACE for registering the birth of
the child. Villagers say that it is not easy
for poor people to reach the DRACE.
First of all, it is more than 20 km from the
village. To get to Vardenis, they have to
walk 12 km and in case they fail to get on
a bus that passes through a village at a
certain hour, which, by the way, func-
tions only in summer, they will have to

The lessonsof the Nature

By Anahit Hovhannissyan

When Hovhannes Grigoryan, a sixth
year student of the Yerevan public
school number 172 was offered to spent
two months of his summer holydays in
Razdan Gorge, he first hesitated. What
was he going to do there? Staying
inYerevan for July and August didn't
sound attractive to him. Especially
because the boy's parents had recently
told him that the Razdan Gorge once
considered the best recreation area in
Yerevan is now extremely polluted and
not interesting to the public. From his
classmates, Hovhannes learned that
they recelved the same offer. So he was

not going to be the only one.
very day at 9 o'clock Hovhannes

would go to the Gorge. Students from
other Tgnrwan schools - #100 and #63
also gathered there. Children liked
nature and were happy to spend time
among the trees and the flowers. It was
also a good opportunity for them to
examine the Gorge, its caves, monas-
teries and other memorials.

This project was started by the youth
wing of the NGO called "For Human
Sustainable Development® in cooperation
with two other organizations. The Mayor's
Office provided the space. Hovhannes and

his friends cleaned up the teritory and fol-
lowing the design of the young architect
Armen Shatvoryan, created a recreation
area. They built stone paths in the forest
and made special places for barbeque.
“The project called Researching the

environment of the Razdan Gorge is one of

our multiple projects,” said Karine
Danielian. *| find, though, that our best and
most important project is that of the
Ideclogy and National Strategy of the Earth,
which underlies the National report of the

walk the rest of the way

After getting to Vardenis regional cen-
ter with big difficulties, the DRACE clerk
may not wait for them, and if they don't
find enough energy to walk another 20
km back, they have to take the same bus
home without seeing the clerk. And if
they decide to wait anyway, it does not
mean that the clerk will not find reasons
for not registering the child and substan-
tiating the refusal

Even if all required documents are
submitted, at least the document about
the child’s health condition will be expired
The main reason for the refusal is again
not having a passport of a RA citizen. Due
to the same financial difficulties they did
nol manage to change their soviet pass-
ports and the refusal to register the child's
birth date is another way to force parents
to change their passporis.

Nersisyan has invited the govern-
ment's attention to the fact that in the
DRACE departments there is no infor-
mation available that indicates the
amaounts of charges for necessary docu-
ments and other services. Hence, a citi-
zen does not know if the demanded
amount is legal or not

Armenian government, presented this year
at the summit in Johannesburg.®

The national program was developed by
best Armenian economists, biologists
chemists and other specialists. It presented
the ideology of the sustainable development
in Armenia, it's economic aspect and a VEry
detailed analysis of the country's social situ-
ation. Suggestions were made about re-ori-
entation of the social-economic policies. Also
the environmental and socio-political aspects
of the ideclogy of sustainable development in
Armenia were created. The scope of the
national program was wide enough to be pul
in the basis of the ideology of regional sus-
tainable development. The decision was
made at a regional conference recently held
in Thilisi, Georgia

Environmental issues are given a big
importance since in the transition period,
nature in Armenia was damaged and lots of
forests were cut.

This summer young Hovhannes and his
friends got good lessons in ecology. They
did an in-depth study of their motherand's
nature, got to love it and understood that the
man neither is the master of the nature, nor
it's slave, but an indivisible part of it, one link
in a whole environmental chain.

‘| suggest that we start an ecology
group,” said Hovhannes. "All those who pal-
lute the environment, the rivers and their
banks, and who cut trees, have to be
responsible for what they have done. If you
have cut a tree you are supposed to plant
several of them, if you have polluted the
waler, you have to pay a fine. | am planning
to become a lawyer and carry out this idea”

These are the fruits the summer school
on ecology bared.
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By Leonard Ray Teel, Director
Center for International Media Education
' . Georgla State University

The s nik reborn on this page of
“Miasin” m m human interest feature sto-.
ries qlwmrn_iarlawhﬂuwtuuin,wthe
many ways Armenians volunteer to serve
human needs. .

-

These stories were written by Ammenlan .

In tion with men and women
mmuth-: from injury, poverty,
and hopelessness. The joumnalists found these
stories .in the experiences of volunteers who
help their fellow and women Ey wu;hl;gvrgl?
many non-governmental ofganizations 5).
- The hundreds of active NGOs in Armenia
prove that citizens themselves - in civil society
- have become a major factor in modern
" Armania. This is a trend which accelerated dur-
ing the 1990s as citizens all over the world real-
ized they could organize to assist each other in
meeting soclal needs. :
| am personally happy to have been a part of
this project in deweloping relationships
between journalists and NGOs. This is a natur-
al relationship, as the journalists and NGOs are
discovering. The NGOs have many stories to
tell about their work in Armenia’s communities,
and the journalists can tell their stories to a
wide audience
All these stories were written in three days
during a workshop in Yerevan. On the first day,
the NGOs told dbout individuals whom they
have helped. We heard the stories of Rosa and
Arousyak and many others. The journalists
chose the stories they wanted to write about,
On the second day, NGOs and journalists
worked together to research the stories and
find photographs. And on the third day the jour-

nalists applied some techniques for effective
storytelling

allow the reader to "see™ the Situation. And
they searched for statistics o measure the
problem. Look for these elements as you read
the stories in "UPUURL"

On the last day we conducted a
“Gaghapamery Shuka® 2 "Marketplace of
‘deas.” giving the journalists and NGOs an
opportunity to express any and all ideas they
have for continuing this relationship

What began here will continue, we believe.
These are only a dozen or so of the hundreds of

Stories that can be told about people helping
people in modern Armenia
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Leonard Teel, Ron Taylor hand
certificates to the seminar participanis

By Gayane Mkrtchyan £

Arousyak Ghevondyan, 22, was 6
years old when she first discovered
she was disabled. "Often would |
lock the door in my room and look
out of the window for hours, asking
myself, why am | this way?" she said,

Due to cerebral palsy the gl was
confined to a wheelchair. But in the
course of time, destiny became more
kind to her. The gid underwent surgery.
“If | would not be operated on, | would
stll be in a wheelchair” she said.

Now the gif can walk, but with diffi-
cultes. She takes care of her health by
training in the Pyunik fitness center at
the Union for the Disabled

‘| became a member of Pyunik in
1999 Since then | come hera avery day.

This is a big family with immensa
warmth,” she said
Pyunik was started in December

1988 as a center providing services o

By Sara Potrosyan
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children who became disabled after the
earthquake. Now the NGO is dealing
with social, physical and psychological
rehabilitation of its members It also
develops sports dmong the disabled. as
well as prolects the rights of the invalids,
thus creating the abilities necessary for
them to survive in everyday life

"The super task of the invalids is to
pPresent themselves in front of the soci-
ely as people of full value, and the soci-
ely is the one to help them to do 50,"
said Hakob Abrahamyan, the leader of
the Pyunik Union

Pyunik is the place where disabled
children and young People meet. They
all have common problems, which they
forget when they get together.

‘In the streets we cateh pecple’s
glances, telling us that we look as if we
are aliens,” Arousyak Ghevondyan
said. "But we are representatives of
the same mankind, we want to be free
of extraneous, compassionate

already adults, byt du.nal have an

Opportunity to eam money. Meanwhile.
the youngest two children were deprived

of b since they did not have birth

We received from
blﬂ‘ﬂaysulmmidmnamnmmgi&-

UsaID [
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LT T [

glances of other people.

According to Abraha myan the
invalids must not be isolated from the
society. He finds that biased attitude of
modem sociely towards the disabled is
routed in our Communist past. It was the
time when special schools for disabled
were slarted. Before, the invalids always
lived, worked, and were as creative as
ordinary people.

The volunteers of Pyunik help the
members of the NGO 1o OVercome psy-
chological difficulties and regain the
hope for their future,

One of such volunteers is Armine
Nikogossyan from Gyumri. After the
earthquake not only did she lose
both her children, she also lost her
legs. Her husband left her. The world
séemed colourless and unfriendly to
her. After two years of extended suf-
fering, Armine appeared in Pyunik.

Continued on page 7

certificates

cates. Twenty three village leaders
responded to our iNquiry. The

: messages

them revealed that

tered in the DRACE " said ,
Sakhrov's Center submitted all the
ta received from 23 rural communi-

lies to the RA govemment asking them

'o clarify why the children's birth dates
are not registered. Nersisyan men.
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munity leaders from Vardenis
not respond t the |
Zabon and did not

f region did
iNquiry of the organij-

Continued on page 7
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